gO                                                 The Idea of ike Inexpressible-
towards which all things move.
God is identical with the idea of the good. God is not a.
personal God at all, since the idea is not a person. The word.
*God\ if used in this way, is merely a figurative term for the
idea17 which becomes indefinable and inexpressible. The
abstract language of mathematics and the technical prose of ~
Philosophy, are inadequate for communication about the highest
and most important forms about the meaning of life and its
value for instance.18
Good, for Plato, means resemblance to the pure form, or
universal model erf goodness, which serves as the standard for all
value judgements. Actions are right, laws are just and people
are virtuous to the degree to which they conform to the ideal
model Plato's main goal in his ethical philosophy is to lead the
way toward a vision of good. Plato was the fountainhead of the
religious and idealistic ethics.19
Kant
Kant himself regarded the highest good as extremely impor-
tant in the articulation of the critical philosophy. He even
regarded the formulation and pursuit of this ideal as the *cfaief
goal' of all philosophy and the concept of the highest good itself
$s representing the world morality.
Kanfs concept of highest good is derived from further
examination of features of objects or ends of pure practical
reason.
"Nothing cm possibly be conceived in the world or even out
pf it, which can be called good, with qualification, except a
good will".30 The moral good foe Kant is identified with virtue
QT qualities the inclination to well being. The moral good, the